
NJSEA Ritual 
Committee
By Mark I Dunnder, PDD 
State Ritual Committee Chair

First, I would like to congratulate the officers 
of Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782, they had 
the honor of representing New Jersey in the 
National Contest in San Antonio during the 
Grand Lodge Convention.  Not only did the 
team make our state proud, they finished 
second in the nation, Congratulations!  The 
time, efforts, and attention to detail that has to be 
present to compete at that level is extremely high 
and I thank all of the officers and coaches for those efforts.  Ritual season has begun and continues to 
prosper in our state. Please ensure that when you bring in a new member that you do it in a sincere, 
dignified, and impressive manner to provide them with a first impression that they will not forget.  Our 
goal is to keep Elk Rituals alive keeping our tradition and fraternal foundation strong.

Since January there have been five Judge Certification Clinics and we are in the process of arranging 
Clinics for the upcoming year. Our Ritual Team has been busy visiting Districts throughout the State 
spreading the importance of Elk ritual tradition. If you would like them to speak at any meeting please 
reach out to us.

Our NJSEA Flag and Toast Contest will be held in the afternoon at Fall Conference on Saturday, 
November 10, 2018 after business sessions have concluded.  The State Ritual Contest is currently 
scheduled for the last weekend in February.  Participants in both these contests have taken time and 
dedication to perform and it would be great for everyone to show their support by attending the 
competitions.  This contest has one of the largest crowds not only in New Jersey, but in the nation, so 
let’s keep that tradition alive. All Elks are welcome.
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ARMY OF HOPE COMMITTEE
By Brian Murphy, Committee Chair   
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The mantra for the days leading 
up to this year’s Army of Hope 
picnic was, “Our service people 
fight and stand guard in pouring 
rain, freezing temperatures, snow 
and sleet the least we can do is 
tolerate rain during our picnic 
for one day.”  Your Army of Hope 
committee did just that. Thank all 
of you who braved the weather, for 
this small gesture to our Gold Star 
families, our severely wounded and 
all our service people, it was deeply 
appreciated by them all. We had 
never experienced bad weather 
during the Army of Hope picnic 
before and none of your committee 
members slept Saturday night 
as they brainstormed on how to 
best serve our families and service 
members under these unfamiliar conditions. 

The rain did not keep 34 families and approximately 
800 people from showing up at the picnic. The lodge 
donations and contributions from those present as 
well as from NJ Elk Charities Inc. resulted in almost 
$60,000 for our Veterans and Homeless Veterans and 

$150,000 for the Army of Hope. 
Both committees will now be able 
to continue their great work for the 
upcoming year. 

At the picnic we were informed 
that over 3,000 New Jersey National 
Guard troops will be deployed 
soon which means the families 
left behind may need the Army of 
Hope assistance and because of 
your generosity they will be able 
to answer the call. Please pray that 
all these brave men and women 
return home safely. 

“Remember Everyone 
Deployed” (RED), so proudly were 
your red shirts Friday in support 
of our service people deployed 
around the world. The committee 
will be running its annual 

awareness drive with the Hero Trees and stars around 
the holidays. This is to remind us what the true meaning 
of giving is all about when our service men and women 
gave their lives, limbs and more for us. May God bless 
you all for what you do and may God always bless the 
Elks and these United States of America. 

Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 Esteemed Loyal Knight 
Roxanne Steffen was awarded the King Award by James 

DeStefano, Grand Lodge Area 2 Committeeman on Ritual, 
for having the highest officer score in the Eastern Division.

Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782  
Award Winning Ritual Team
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This year, the incoming state officers had the distinct 
pleasure of having the Grand Exalted Ruler, New Jersey’s 
own Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., install each of us.  This was 
truly an honor that not even the heat, humidity, and wind 
could compete with. I extend my sincere appreciation 
to Past State President John and his wife Jody for the 
spectacular year they had.  Under John’s leadership, New 
Jersey’s programs flourished and reached new heights.   

It was an amazing scene watching from the reviewing 
stand all the proud members march by as they 
represented their lodge.   Shortly after this spectacular 
Wildwood Convention, my family traveled to Solomon 
Islands, Maryland to partake in the Maryland, Delaware, 
DC State Association’s convention where we met and 
made new friends. Under the leadership of PGER Paul 
Helsel and their outgoing State President Sandy Brantner, 
their association accomplished many goals.  After meeting 
their incoming State President Mary Cardinal-Vogt, I know 
they will continue to prosper.

As temperatures climbed and rain prevailed, I looked 
forward to the National Convention.  As thousands 
of Elks converged in San Antonio, Texas, they were 
greeted by a spectacular booth set up by our Convention 
Committee under the leadership of Jim Brusgard.  While we all missed Dave 
and Marquerite, this committee pulled together and presided over a great 
convention honoring our outgoing Grand Exalted Ruler Malcolm and First 
Lady Pat.  I am so very proud of the New Jersey Elks and was eager to share our 
accomplishments with other State Presidents at the National Convention. New 
Jersey’s many programs are uniquely successful due to teamwork.  Teamwork is 
the ability to work together toward a common vision.  It is the fuel that brings 
New Jersey Elks together, to share, work, and succeed in attaining astounding 
results and I invite each of you to continue on this journey with me.  It was an 
honor to have Lake Hopatcong’s amazing Ritual Team represent our state at the 
National Convention.  Congratulations for placing second overall – just another 
example of teamwork.

It is an honor to have our Grand Exalted Ruler Michael Luhr, and his wife 
Barbara from Alaska join us at this year’s Fall Conference.  Please continue to 
share with them New Jersey’s enthusiasm for all of our endeavors and make 
them feel welcome.  

Throughout the summer, in addition to the many meetings I was able to 
attend, my family and I enjoyed visits to Camp Moore, Jackson’s Homeless Vets 
Run, Jewel Investitures to many new Vice-Presidents and District Deputies, 
picnics, Seafood Fests, Youth Sports Tournaments, Charity Balls, Lodge 
Anniversary Parties, picnics, and the Sussex County Fair to name a few.  Thank 
you to everyone for the many invitations. I am amazed at the ingenuity of some 
lodges.

Thank you to everyone who attended and participated 
in this year’s Miracle Run in Pompton Lakes.  The sun 
did shine brightly on everyone for this event.  The special 
recognition of all the state ambassadors in attendance 
brought huge cheers and applause.  Music, food, 
refreshments, and friendship made this a very enjoyable 
event.  The solidarity exhibited by all in attendance 
to the needs of the many children with special needs 
participating in this year’s event was exhilarating.

New Jersey’s State Major Project, Camp Moore, had a 
wonderful summer season.  Many of our children with 
special needs were able to enjoy a truly unique camping 
experience.  If you have never visited Camp Moore, you 
don’t know what you are missing.  The Special Children’s 
Poster Contest is underway and a wonderful group of 
ambassadors have been selected.

September brought with it the Army of Hope picnic 
honoring our heroes who have been injured or given 
their all.  Thank you to the many lodges, districts, and 
individuals who formed the long donation line and 
contributed to the Army of Hope Committee and the 
National Service Committee.  In addition, the Run for the 
Fallen showed our commitment to honoring our service 

men and women and let their families know that we still remember and honor 
their loved ones.  Please remember November is when we highlight and honor 
our Veterans.  

The arrival of Fall also brought with it a renewal in all of our committees to 
promote the good deeds and remarkable achievements New Jersey Elks have 
been able to achieve.  During our Fall Conference, I will share with you some of 
the new heights being reached by a variety of committees.  

 October was Elks National Foundation month.  With today’s economy, 
I left the State President’s ENF Challenge at $5.75.  This is a goal that each and 
every lodge should be able to achieve with some well-planned fund-raising 
events.  I trust that each and every lodge held some type of event to raise funds 
for your respective lodge’s ENF quota.  Remember, we will see a return of our 
money from Grand Lodge.  

I am impressed and thankful for the dedication and hard work all of our 
committees are putting forth this year.  New ideas are being promoted and 
enabling our various committees the opportunity to reach for the stars and 
expose our various communities to all of our good deeds. Thank you to the 
various chairs of all of our committees for stepping up.

With the seasons changing, no matter what holiday you celebrate, I wish 
you and your family a safe and happy holiday.  Please continue to make 
new strides for our great association and thank you to all New Jersey Elks for 
banding together to promote my motto…

“New Jersey Elks…where the remarkable happens.”

By Ronald Mangone, State President

State President Message
New Jersey State Elks…where the remarkable happens!

Elks Care — Elks Share • www.njelks.org

Hilda Terrible
Past First Lady

Hilda Terrible, age 96, passed away on 
Friday, August 17, 2018.   She was the wife 
of Stephen Terrible, Past Grand Lodge 
Committeeman/Past State President.  
Hilda accompanied her husband during 
his term as State President in 1990-1991 
and faithfully supported him during 
his continued service as a Past State 
President.  The sympathies of the New 
Jersey State Elks Association are extended 
to Past State President Stephen Terrible 
and their family.

Marianne Conti
Past First Lady

Marianne Conti age 84, passed away 
on Thursday, July 26, 2018 in Henderson, 
Nevada.   She was the widow of Robert 
Conti, Past Grand Lodge Committeeman/
Past State President who passed away 
in 2015.  Marianne accompanied her 
husband during his term as State 
President in 1996-1997 and faithfully 
supported him during his continued 
service as a Past State President.  The 
sympathies of the New Jersey State Elks 
Association are extended to her sons 
Robert and Stephen and their families.
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It was indeed an honor and privilege 
to serve as your Grand Exalted Ruler, 
your National President for 2017-2018 
during the 150th Anniversary Celebration.  
For the last 150 years the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks has been 
servicing our Veterans, our youth and 
our communities.  Visiting each state 
association of our Order and seeing first-
hand the enthusiasm of our members and 
the success of our Grand Lodge programs 
was astonishing.   

Since 1868 the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks of the United 
States of America has been committed 
to the ideals of charity, justice, brotherly 
love and fidelity.  The selfless dedication 
and our commitment to our programs, 
charities and initiatives have evolved 
our Order into this Country’s oldest and 
largest Fraternal Organization.  With over 770,000 members 
and 1889 lodges nationwide, Elks are providing charitable 
services that build stronger communities.  Our Grand 
Lodge Programs continue to stress that “Elks Care - Elks 
Share” as we continue to maintain the commitments we 
have made to our Members, our communities, our lodges, 
our state associations and our nation.

I am pleased to announce that we had a very successful 
year and our success was the result of your enthusiasm, 
dedication and hard work.

Last year I presented you with a challenge regarding 
our membership. For the last 37 years we had a decline in 
membership.  I truly believed, during our 150th Anniversary 
year, that we would have the perfect opportunity to reverse 
the trend and achieve a gain in membership.  While we 
came close in achieving a gain, the final numbers showed 
that we lost 4,153 members, the lowest membership 
loss in thirty-seven years, less than one-half percent.  
Unfortunately, we could have had a gain because on March 
31st we had 7,604 candidates waiting to be initiated.

Let’s focus on the positive! This past year we added 
75,694 new members and re-instatements, the highest 
total in 12 years and an increase of 811 from last year.  This 
marked four consecutive years of improvement.  We also set 
a national record for the fewest membership cancellations.  

I was very pleased to announce that in first place in the 
nation with a gain of 891 members was the great state of 
New Jersey. 

This past year the Elks National Foundation offered a 
special 150th Anniversary Grant in the amount of $1,500.00 
for all of our lodges.  I am pleased to announce that 1546 
out of 1889 lodges in our Order received the Anniversary 
Grant.  Two states had 100% participation in receiving the 
Anniversary Grant. The two states were New Jersey (all 112 
lodges) and Rhode Island (all 10 lodges). Great job.

This past year we had a record year with donations 
to the Elks National Foundation.  I increased the Grand 
Exalted Ruler’s goal to $4.75 per member.  I am pleased 
to announce that every state of our Order except one 
far exceeded the Grand Exalted Ruler’s goal. We set a 
new record of giving to the Elks National Foundation at 
$7,247,791.82 total donations and $8.512 per member.  
This year through the signing of membership cards and 
donations made to the Elks National Foundation in Pat’s 
and my name, the Elks National Foundation received an 
additional $95,340.50, another record.    

This past year I had the opportunity to travel to 
Washington, DC and meet with the various representatives 
to discuss the initiatives of the Elks. During my one on one 
meetings with the various members of the Department 
Directors and members of Congress, each one expressed 
their appreciation for what the Elks do for this great 
country.

As Pat and I made our state visitations, 
we witnessed and visited each state’s 
major project.  We saw how our members 
embraced and supported the cerebral 
palsy centers and schools, summer 
camps for our youth, special children 
and adults, medical facilities that aid 
and provide services to children with 
cancer and disabilities, an eye hospital 
for children and facilities providing 
opportunities for children with sight and 
speech issues.  We visited alternative 
schools and emergency housing units for 
abused and neglected children and saw 
the mobile dental care units.  The Elks 
devotion to their state major projects 
is overwhelming and it truly made you 
proud to be an Elk and part of our great 
Order. We saw the great heart of Elkdom 
at its best. 

I set a goal of one million dollars per day for our 
charitable endeavors and during each state visitation I 
urged and encouraged the members and lodges to display 
its charitable donations and service to their communities 
on its exterior sign or billboard.  I was pleased to announce 
that the members far exceeded my goal of $365,000.00 
for this past year, the charitable reports from the lodges 
of our Order show our charitable contributions exceeded 
$677,000.00 for the year.

I want to say a very special thank you to our former 
sponsor Past Grand Exalted Ruler, Paul D. Helsel and his 
wife Jane.  Thank you for your friendship, encouragement, 
guidance and support throughout the past years.  Pat and I 
along with all of the New Jersey Elks say thank you to Paul 
and Jane for their dedication to our State.

I would also like to thank my Administrative Assistant 
Roy R. DeRitter and his wife Janet. Roy went above and 
beyond in performing all of the duties and handled all 
of my phone calls and correspondence.  Roy kept me 
informed and did a great job of handling the responses and 
answering your concerns when I was making my visits and 
was unavailable.  I would also like to congratulate Francis 
J. Decibus for being our Special Deputy this past year and 
overseeing our State Association. Great job.

I must also recognize and thank all of the members of 
the New Jersey State Elks Association for their continued 
dedication and support for all the many years, not only 
to Pat and myself, but to the principles and programs of 
Elkdom.  I particularly want to thank each and every one 
of you who were in San Antonio.  I was so proud of all of 
you and what you do in the name of Elkdom.  You are the 
greatest and make me extremely proud to say I am proud to 
be an Elk from New Jersey. 

I would be remiss if I did not thank and recognize 
our New Jersey State Convention Committee under the 
leadership of David Walsh and Jim Brusgard.  Dave and Jim 
through the members of the State Convention Committee 
make each convention a memorable event for our 
members. 

My wife Pat has been with me every step of the way from 
the very first day of my involvement in Elkdom.  Pat is my 
best friend, my love and my biggest supporter and my wife 
of 37 years.  She has been an incredible wife, mother, friend 
and your First Lady this past year. 

As I stated in Reno, Pat and I have been truly blessed to 
have two remarkable and amazing daughters Meghan and 
Mallory.  We could not have gotten thru the year without 
all of their help and support.  Also Bailey was well cared for 
while we traveled but he is very happy we are home. 

Finally each of you should be proud of the work you 
do for Elkdom and you have truly believed and worked 
my theme “Strengthening Elkdom Through Community 
Awareness”.

In Loving Memory 
James St. 
George, 
PGLT/PSP 
1929 - 2018

Past Grand Lodge Trustee 
and Past State President James 
St. George was initiated into 
Lyndhurst Lodge No. 1505 on 
November 28, 1960.  He served 
as Exalted Ruler of Lyndhurst 
Lodge in 1966-1967 and also 
served for seven years as the 
Lodge Secretary.  In 1973 he 
was appointed District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Ruler for the 
North Central District.  Jim 
served as President of the New 
Jersey State Elks Association 
from 1978-1979.  He was elected 
as a member of the Board of 
Grand Trustees in 2008 and 
served in that capacity until 
2012.  In 2014 he affiliated into 
Brick Lodge No. 2151.

Jim’s love of Elkdom was 
exemplified by his commitment 
to our Ritual.   He served as 
a Ritualistic Judge for over 
40 years.   He also served as 
a Ritual Coach for Lyndhurst 
Lodge for ten years during 
which time they were State 
Champion five times.   Jim was 
State Ritual Chairman, Advisor 
to the State Ritual Committee 
and also served Grand Lodge 
as a Ritual Judge and later as 
a member of the Grand Lodge 
Ritual Committee.

Jim was instrumental in the 
formation of the New Jersey 
State Elks Association Charities 
Inc. which coordinates the 
distribution of funds for our 
charitable purposes.  He 
served as the Chairman of the 
committee from 1992 to 2016.

Jim was the cherished 
husband of Lucy St. George.  
Loving father of Peggy Silvestri 
(Emil) and Robert St. George, 
and stepfather of Brian 
(Brenda); Matthew (Josephine); 
and Gregory Meehan.   Devoted 
grandfather to Eric, Anthony, 
Michael, Francesca, and 
Mossimo and great grandfather 
of Layla and Jolene.

By Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., PGER, State Sponsor
Grand Lodge Message
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ARTICLE V: OFFICERS
SECTION 1. ELECTIVE: The elective Officers of this Association shall be a President, Vice-
President for each Grand Lodge District in the State, a Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board of 
Trustees, consisting of one (1) Association Member from each Grand Lodge District in the 
State. They shall be elected as hereinafter provided. All elective Officers of this Association, 
excepting the Trustees, shall hold office for a term of one (1) year or until their successor 
shall have been elected and installed. Trustees shall hold office for a term of three (3) 
years, or until their successors shall have been elected and installed, and shall not be 
entitled to serve successive terms in office. The election for Trustees shall be every three 
(3) years and the schedule for the election of Trustees is as follows:

ELECTION YEAR   DISTRICT 
2008 2017 and    East
every three (3) years   Northeast
thereafter   South
    West Central

2009 2018 and    Central
every three (3) years   North Central
thereafter   Southeast
    East Central

2010 2019 and    Southwest
every three (3) years   North
thereafter   Northwest    
    South Central

Provided further, however, in the event of vacancies in the office of Trustee, those filling 
such vacancies, who serve a term of less than eighteen (18) months, may succeed 
themselves if elected to a full three (3) year term.

SECTION 3. VACANCIES: In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President of the 
Association as a result of death, resignation, incapacitation or otherwise, the Advisory 
Committee will appoint a successor from the same Region from among the Past State 
Presidents. In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of Vice-President, who serves a one 
(1) year term, the President shall appoint a Member to fill such vacancy, and they will hold 
office until the next Annual Reunion Meeting, provided further that said appointee must 
be a Member of the Grand Lodge District in which the vacancy occurred and provided 
they are also a Past Exalted Ruler of their Lodge at the time of the appointment. In the 
event a vacancy occurs in the Office of Trustee who serves a three (3) year term, the 
President shall appoint a Member who will serve until the District can conduct an election 
at the next regularly scheduled District election in February, March to fill the remaining 
unexpired term. Said appointed Trustee will remain in office until the Annual Reunion 
Meeting after said election, provided further that said appointee must be a Member of 
the Grand Lodge District in which the vacancy occurred and provided they are also a 
Past Exalted Ruler of their Lodge at the time of the appointment. In the event an elected 
Officer is negligent in their duties, and non-performance is proven it shall be the duty of 
the President to bring such notice to the attention of the Advisory Committee and the 
Association at a Meeting so that a vote can be taken regarding such dereliction of office. 
A Special Meeting of the Association may be called by the President, with approval by 
the Advisory Board, to take a vote for removal of an elected state officer who has been 
negligent in their duties or a Special Meeting of a District may be called by the State 
President over which the State President, or a designee, will preside for the removal of 
an elected district officer who has been negligent in their duties. Upon majority vote of 
those eligible to vote at such special meetings, the negligent officer may be removed. In 
the event the President is negligent in the performance of the duties of the President, the 
Advisory Committee, may call a Special Meeting of the Association, which will be presided 
over by a member of the Advisory Committee, for the removal of a State President who 
has been negligent in their duties. Upon majority vote of those eligible to vote, the State 
President may be removed.  The Secretary of the Association or a designate of the State 
President, in the event the Secretary is not able to do so, shall give at least 10 days notice 
by regular mail of any such Special Meetings. 

PROPOSAL TO AMEND CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS  
OF THE NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION

The following revisions to the Constitution and By-Laws of the New Jersey State Elks Association are to voted upon at the business session of the Fall Conference  
on November 10, 2018.  Only the paragraphs being revised are to be voted upon.  The other existing paragraphs will continue to be in full force and effect.

Deleted text is shown in brackets with a strikethrough [xxxxxxx]     Added text is shown underlined

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS of the NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION 

CONSTITUTION
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

ARTICLE VI: ELECTIONS
SECTION 2. ELECTION OF NOMINEES FOR PRESIDENT, SECRETARY AND 
TREASURER AND ELECTION OF DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT AND DISTRICT 
TRUSTEE: (a) Should there be more than one candidate for State President, 
Secretary, or Treasurer in a district, the Vice President of each Grand Lodge 
District shall hold a Caucus of the Members of the Association in the District 
when necessary, between November 1 and November 8, in a Lodge of their 
choice in the District for the purpose of nominating a President, Secretary and/
or Treasurer. The election shall be held by a secret ballot in the event of more 
than one candidate for such office(s). Should there be one candidate for an 
office, the Vice President may direct that a unanimous vote of the Caucus be 
cast for such candidate. In the event the Fall Conference of the New Jersey State 
Elks Association is scheduled in any year to take place between November 1 
and November 8, the Vice President of each Grand Lodge District shall hold 
the Caucus of the members of the Association in their district, when necessary, 
during the seven days prior to the beginning of the Fall Conference.

(b) The Vice President of each Grand Lodge District shall hold a Caucus of 
the Members of the Association in their District on the first Sunday in March 
to coincide with the election of State President in a Lodge of their choice in 
the District, for the purpose of electing State President, Vice President, State 
Secretary, State Treasurer, and Trustee, as necessary. In the event of more than 
one candidate for such office(s) election shall be held by secret ballot. Should 
there be but one nominee, for such office, the Vice President may direct that a 
unanimous vote of the Caucus be cast for such Officer(s). Notice of such Caucus 
shall be given to the Members of the Association in the District by the Secretary of 
the Association at least ten (10) days prior to the date of such Caucus, by regular 
mail. In the event that all candidates for the position of Vice President or Trustee 
die or become incompetent, unwilling or unable to serve, or if no candidates 
have filed prior to the date of the District Caucus, the Vice President shall accept 
nominations from the floor for such elected offices.

(d) The successful nominees for the position of State President shall meet with 
the State President and/ or a designated Member of the Advisory Committee, for 
the purpose of confirming the first Sunday in March as the date for the statewide 
election of President, Secretary and Treasurer and the site in each the respective 
Region for the reporting of the results of the election. The election shall be held 
under the supervision of a Past State President at a Lodge in each Grand Lodge 
District. The time for the election shall be 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Each Grand Lodge 
district shall report the results of the election to a site in each the respective 
Region selected by the successful nominees for the position of State President. 
If the nominees agree on location, such location will be designated. If not, the 
Advisory Committee shall make the decision of the sites in each the respective 
Region for the reporting of the results from each Grand Lodge District. 

SECTION 3. REQUIREMENTS FOR SEEKING ELECTIVE OFFICE IN THIS 
ASSOCIATION: Any Member of this Association may seek an elective office in the 
Association provided:
(a) They are a Member in good standing in their Lodge and a Past Exalted Ruler at 
the time of filing for the office. For the position of President, the Past Exalted Ruler 
seeking the office of President, must have served as a Vice President, State Trustee 
or District Deputy. Anyone who has served as President and enjoys the status of 
Past State President, shall not be eligible to again seek or be elected to the office of 
State President.
(b) Their Lodge is a Member Lodge in good standing in this Association and is 
located in a District in the electing Region or the District is eligible for the office 
sought.
(c) For the position of President, Secretary or Treasurer, they shall have filed 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by email with the President, the 
District’s Vice-President and the Secretary of this Association, not before August 
1, and no later than September 30, a Resolution of endorsement adopted by their 
Lodge, at a regular Lodge session. Said Resolution must be signed by the Lodge 
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Exalted Ruler, and certified by the Lodge Secretary. If they elect 
to file by sending an email, it shall only be effective upon receipt 
of a return email from the President, Secretary and/or District 
Vice President, acknowledging receipt of the Resolution. A local 
Lodge may only endorse one candidate for the office of President, 
Secretary or Treasurer.
(d) For the position of Vice-President and Trustee, they shall have 
filed by certified mail, return receipt requested or by email, with 
the President, their District’s Vice President and the Secretary 
of this Association, not before December 1 and no later than 
January 5, a Resolution of endorsement adopted by their Lodge, 
at a regular Lodge session. Said Resolution must be signed by the 
Lodge Exalted Ruler, and certified by the Lodge Secretary. If they 
elect to file by sending an email, it shall only be effective upon 
receipt of a return email from the President, Secretary and/or 
District Vice President, acknowledging receipt of the Resolution. 
A local Lodge may only endorse one candidate for the position of 
Vice President or Trustee.
(e) They shall have been elected by the District Caucus of the 
District of which their Lodge is a Member.

ARTICLE VII: COMMITTEES
SECTION 1. ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(a) This Committee shall meet not less than four (4) times a year 
and at its first Meeting following the State Convention shall elect 
from its Members a Chairmanperson, Vice Chairmanperson and 
a Secretary and Treasurer, except that if there is a Past Grand 
Exalted Ruler, who is a Past State President of the State of New 
Jersey, acting as Sponsor of the State of New Jersey, such Past 
Grand Exalted Ruler shall automatically become the Chairperson.  
They shall not as a Committee endorse any candidate for State 
President.

SECTION 2. STANDING COMMITTEES: In addition to the 
Advisory Committee there shall be the following standing 
Committees: The Members of these Committees shall be 
appointed annually and serve until the next Annual Reunion 
Meeting or until their successors are appointed with the 
exception of the Convention Committee which will be appointed 
January 1 until December 31.

AMERICANISM
ANTLERS
ARMY OF HOPE
AUDITING & BUSINESS PRACTICES
CHARITY COMMITTEE
CLMS
CONVENTION
CREDENTIALS
DRUG & ALCOHOL AWARENESS
ELKS NATIONAL HOME
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
HISTORICAL
HOOP SHOOT
INSTALLATION OF STATE OFFICERS
INTERNET OPERATIONS
LAWS
LODGE ACTIVITIES
LODGE DEVELOPMENT
MEMBERSHIP/ RETENTION
MEMORIAL
NATIONAL FOUNDATION
NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICES
NEW JERSEY ELK PUBLICATION
NEW JERSEY ELKS CHARITIES
OFFICERS TRAINING & INDOCTRINATION
PEER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
PARADES
PUBLIC RELATIONS/MARKETING
PUBLICATIONS “THE NJ ELK”
RITUAL
SAFETY
SCHOLARSHIP
SOCCER
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S 
TECHNIQUES OF ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT (TAM)
TRAINING
YOUTH ACTIVITES
YOUTH TOURNAMENT

BY-LAWS: NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS 
ASSOCIATION
*******************************************************
*****************
I REVENUES
SECTION 1. DUES: To obtain the revenue 
necessary for defraying the expenses of this 
Association:
(a) Each Member Lodge shall pay annually to 
the Association the sum of One Two Dollars 
($1.00) ($2.00) for each Lodge Member in good 
standing as of March 31st of each year with the 
sum of $.25 being allocated and paid into the 
“GER Fund” established in 2013 to be used when 
a Grand Exalted Ruler is elected from the State of 
New Jersey, and $1.75 to be used for the annual 
expenses of the New Jersey Elks State Association.

III RENUMERATION OF OFFICERS AND RITUAL 
TEAM
SECTION 2. THE DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT 
of each district shall receive an Annual expense 
allowance of One Hundred Fifty ($150.00) Dollars 
to be paid automatically at the completion of their 
term.

IV COMMITTEES
SECTION 2. DUTIES OF STANDING 
COMMITTEES.
(a) AMERICANISM: 
(b) ANTLERS: Consisting of a State Chairperson 
and two (2) Co-Region Chairpersons, to give Local 
Lodges an opportunity to connect with the youth 
of the community by teaching the act of Charity, 
love and respect of family, instill patriotism, and 
strengthen the beliefs in the virtues of Courage, 
Morality, Loyalty, and Justice.
(c) ARMY OF HOPE: Consisting of a State 
Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region Chairpersons, and 
an Association Member from each Grand Lodge 
District, to assist our active Military Servicemen 
and women, those severely injured, and our Fallen 
Hero families whose loved ones were killed in the 
line of duty, under the umbrella of the National 
Veterans Committee.
(d) AUDITING AND BUSINESS PRACTICE:
(e) CLMS: Consisting of a State Coordinator, two 
(2) Co-Region Coordinators, and an Association 
Member from each Grand Lodge District, 
to provide assistance and training of Local 
Lodge Secretaries in the maintenance of Lodge 
membership data.
(f) CONVENTIONS: 
(g) CREDENTIALS: 
(h) DRUG & ALCOHOL AWARENESS: 
(i) GOVERNMENT RELATIONS: 
(j) HISTORICAL:
(k) HOOP SHOOT: 
(l) INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS:
(m) INTERNET OPERATIONS: Consisting 
of a State Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region 
Chairpersons, and such other members as 
the State President shall deem necessary and 
advisable, to maintain, operate and keep 
current, the Web Site of the New Jersey State Elks 
Association, under the supervision and guidance 
of the State President, Grand Lodge Sponsor, 
Advisory Committee and assigned advisors.
(n) LAWS:  Consisting of a State Chairperson, 
who shall be counsel to the Association, and 
a minimum of four (4) three (3) Members, to 
whom shall be referred all proposed Resolutions, 
Amendments and other legal matters, and 
they shall report their recommendations to 
the Association. The State President shall have 
the authority to appoint one member to this 
committee who is not a Past Exalted Ruler, 
provided he or she is an Elk in good standing and 
is a licensed New Jersey attorney.

(o) LODGE ACTIVITIES: 
(p) LODGE DEVELOPMENT: Consisting of a State 
Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region Chairpersons, 
and an Association Member from each Grand 
Lodge District to assist, encourage and plan for 
the formation and institution of new Elk Lodges in 
our State assist established Lodge when requested 
in any or all areas of operational management to 
sustain viability and evaluate the possibilities of 
the formation of a new lodge when opportunities 
arise.
(q) MEMBERSHIP/RETENTION: 
(r) MEMORIAL: 
(s) NATIONAL FOUNDATION: 
(t) NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICES: Consisting 
of a State Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region 
Chairpersons, and an Association Member 
from each Grand Lodge District, to encourage 
visitations to and provide entertainment for 
hospitalized Veterans, encourage and promote 
beneficial activities for these all Veterans and in 
general, make effective our pledge, “So long as 
there are disabled Veterans in our hospitals, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never 
forget them” and to assist all veterans in whatever 
their needs may be, as may be deemed necessary.
(u) NEW JERSEY ELKS CHARITIES. Consisting of 
five (5) Directors, appointed by the Chairperson 
of the Advisory Committee, each of whom shall 
be a Past State President.  The Directors shall elect 
from among themselves a Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.
(v) NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS PUBLICAITON: 
(w) PARADES: 
(x) PEER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. 
(y) PUBLIC REALTIONS/MARKETING: Consisting 
of a State Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region 
Chairpersons, and a Co-Chairperson in charge 
of the State Public Relations Booth, to inform 
the general public of the Charitable and Patriotic 
work in which the Subordinate Lodges, the State 
Association and the Grand Lodge are engaged.
(z) RITUAL: 

(aa) SAFETY: 
(bb) SCHOLARSHIP: 
(cc) SOCCER:  Consisting of a State Chairperson, 
two (2) Co-Region Chairpersons, and an 
Association Member from each Grand Lodge 
District, to encourage fair and competitive among 
all soccer competition at the Local district and 
State level and to see each competitor also has fun 
in competing.
(dd) SPECIAL CHILDREN’S: 
(ee) TECHNIQUES OF ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT 
(TAM) Consisting of a State Chairperson and 
such other members as the State President shall 
deem necessary and advisable to plan, promote, 
coordinate, administer and run a special training 
group for the purpose of operating an alcohol 
awareness, training and certification program to 
train the servers of alcoholic beverages within the 
club facilities of the Subordinate Local Lodges of 
the State of New Jersey.
(gg) YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 
(hh) YOUTH TOURNAMENT: Consisting of a State 
Chairperson, two (2) Co-Region Chairpersons, and 
an Association Member from each Grand Lodge 
District, and such other members as the State 
President shall deem necessary and advisable to 
plan, promote, coordinate, and run the New Jersey 
State Elks Youth Tournament.

SECTION 2. Procedures are same as contained in 
Article VIII, Section 3, of the Constitution portion 
of this publication.

PAST STATE PRESIDENTS
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1st in the Nation in 
Membership Gain

The members of 
the New Jersey State 
Elks Association 
brought the roof 
down, when New 
Jersey was announced 
first in the Nation with 
a membership gain of 
891 members.  Area 2 
Grand Lodge Public 
Relations Committeeman, Pete Smith, PSP presented 
the award to PSP John Szczomak, State Membership 
Chairman 2017-2018 Ed Eglentowicz, DDD, and SDGER 
Francis J. Decibus during the Wednesday Business Session 
at Grand Lodge.   

Membership / Retention Committee
By Michael Penchenski III, State Chairperson

 It’s an exciting time to be an Elk from New Jersey!  Our Order is celebrating a 150-year anniversary.  State Sponsor, 
Malcolm J. McPherson Jr., PGER, has returned home after a magical year as our National Grand Exalted Ruler.  New Jersey 
has led the nation with a membership growth of + 891.   It is time to celebrate and keep the enthusiasm and momentum 
going and growing.  

Since June 2018, this committee has produced two membership clinics, one re-org meeting, a Mid-year clean-up 
initiation class, staffed a booth at the weeklong Middlesex County Fair, and spoke at four DDGER clinics.

An upcoming clinic will focus on recruitment, orientation, retention and how to handle the online membership 
applications received from Grand Lodge.  Internet activity regarding online applications is growing.  Let’s get ahead of the 
game and be prepared.

Please call, write and email our delinquent brothers and sisters.  Consider accepting monthly payments for dues to keep 
them current.  If qualified, members battling the health issues that often come with a long life, should be considered for life 
membership.  The families of these brothers and sisters are often stressed.  Let’s reach out to them and take care of our own.

Contact our fabulous Public Relations committee for a trifold brochure pdf.  Elks.org has tent cards and placemats 
that you can download and print at home.  Consider having these items  along with lodge bulletins and membership 
applications at Elk events because many non-members attend events.  If you would like assistance with this, please invite 
me to your next big event and I will and help you.

I have a dream.  In my dream, every Lodge has a three-year waiting list of members wanting to be a Lodge Esquire or 
Chaplin.   Many years ago, that was a reality.  Let’s make it happen again. 

We are making history together! 

Public Relations 
Committee
By Heidi McDonnell, Staten Chairperson 
Public Relations /Marketing Committee

We are working with the Region, District, and lodge 
chairpersons to put together a directory for our state 
website, along with a link to each lodge and a welcome 
letter customized to that particular lodge, outlining what 
you offer to your community.  By adding to this initiative, 
we will build an even stronger marketing brand, and create 
another way to increase membership.  This initiative should 
be rolling out mid-fall.  

We have also rolled out two new contests; the first contest 
is our “Best Image of Elkdom”.  This contest is designed to 
encourage all Elks to capture images of special happenings 
and events.  We are asking that after you have shared 
with your local media, that you then submit to the Public 
Relations committee.  The rules are simple - Properties: 
closeup, trying to have no more than 8-10 people (Elks & 
Non-Elks) in picture, Elks Logo or Elks Signage showing your 
lodge Name/Number or District, and external subjects being 
engaged.  No alcohol, tobacco, or inappropriate clothing or 
materials can be in the image.  Show off what your lodge 
is doing for your surrounding community & Promote the 
Elks.  Contest is open to all Elks, and there is no limit to the 
number of entries.  Please include the Elk Photographer 
name, Lodge name & number, date & name of function.  
Certificates will be awarded three times during the Fraternal 
year to the top 3 pictures in the state.  Best overall photo for 
the year within each Region 1 & Region 2 will be awarded a 
plaque in Wildwood at the annual convention.  

The second contest is “Focus on our NJ Communities”, 
send in 2 copies of an Elk Activity newspaper or magazine 
article which contains photo(s) of the sponsored event.  
The Elk submitting the article to be published should be 
identified along with the lodge name & number.  Winning 
entries of the 12 districts will be selected 3 times per 
year and receive certificates.  A plaque will be awarded 
to the best article of the year at the state convention in 
Wildwood.  Judging for both contests will take place in 
October, February, and May.  Entries continuously accepted 
throughout the year.  All contest entries should be submitted 
via email to: NJElksContest.PRCommittee@gmail.com

Public Relations/Marketing and Membership go hand 
in hand.  Perception is everything so remember, that the 
perception of who, what, and why is in all our hands.  Let’s 
spread the word.  

State Training
By Len Tarnowski Chairman

November will soon be here and our Fall Session Date 
and Location still needs to be nailed down.  Keep looking at 
the State web site and calendar. 

At the Fall Conference for the Breakout session, the 
Training Committee will sponsor, “How to write a Grant”.  
ENF State Chair Lois Pagano will present this topic. This 
should help you apply for and increase the chance of being 
awarded several grants offered by Grand Lodge through ENF.

The State Training Committee will present Three Topics. 
Plus, and Minus of the different House Management 
styles”, “Officers Responsibilities”, this Looks at the Statues, 
Rituals, and Traditional roles and responsibilities of the ER., 
Knights, and Appointed officers. Finally, “Protocol”, focusing 
more on how to treat Dignitaries, dress codes, and the little 
things that make a difference.

With all the new officers who have limited experience 
as Elks let alone as officers, training Becomes ever so 
important. It makes your job easier if you know what 
is expected of you and reduces confusion and those 
embarrassing moments. 

So, keep your eyes and ears open for the dates and 
locations. By the way we would really like you to take the 
time to download and take our survey which can be found 
on the website under training and send the competed form 
to me. This way we could bring you the programs you need 
and make sure we deliver the quality you deserve.  

NJElks-Fall18_1-13.indd   6 9/25/18   8:16 PM
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The New Jersey Elk Submission Deadline
Submission Deadline April 1, 2019

Send e-mail articles and photos to: ebwatts525@gmail.com 
 

Photograph Policy — Photographs that are sent electronically must be in  
a JPG, TIF or EPS format ONLY and a minimum of 300 dpi at 100%,  

CD’s or original photos (no photo copies or reproductions)

South Amboy No. 
784 Celebrates 3 
Generations of Elkdom

South Amboy Elks No. 784 Exalted Ruler Tony Romano is 
pictured with his son new member Vinny Romano and his 
father Anthony Romano, PDD from Woodbridge Elks No. 
2116. We are very proud to recognize three generations of Elks.

50 Years of Service 
Awarded to Member  
of Nutley Lodge No. 1290

Nutley Elks No. 1290 recently honored Robert Rusignuolo, 
PER with a pin representing 50 years of dedicated 
membership to the Nutley Elks.

Pictured left to right is; Michael DiPiano, Exalted Ruler, 
Robert Rusignuolo, PER and John Zelna, PDD, Secretary.

 

Left to Right: SDGER Francis J. Decibus, State President Ronald Mangone, Dom Annuzzi, PER/ER Hasbrouck 
Heights No. 1962, Sean Frew, Exalted Ruler Lyndhurst No. 1505, Dan DeZaio, PER/ER Metuchen No. 1914, 
Steve Ditta, PER/ER Union No. 1583, Kevin Pent, PER/ER Keyport-Matawan No. 2030, and Brian Turano, 

Exalted Ruler, Palisades Park/Ft. Lee No. 2475.   Missing from the group picture were Rafael Mayorga, Exalted 
Ruler Belleville No. 1123 and Dan Erickson, PER/ER, Middlesex No. 1488.

Edward Giuliano, Jr, Exalted Ruler East Hanover No. 815 and 
Catherine Sizelove, Exalted Ruler Red Bank No. 233

Christina Zaggia, PER/ER Dumont No. 2593

Under 40 Exalted Rulers Speak at 
Grand Lodge

For the second year in a row 10% of our Exalted Rulers are under the age of 40.  Dan 
DeZaio, PER Metuchen No. 1914 Exalted Ruler, Steve Ditta, PER Union No. 1583 Exalted 
Ruler, Sean Frew, Exalted Ruler Lyndhurst No. 1505, Meghan McPherson, PER Lyndhurst 
No. 1505 and Christina Zaggia, PER Dumont No. 2593 Exalted were selected to be part of 
a membership seminar led by PSP Rick Gathen, Grand Lodge Membership & Marketing 
Manager during the Grand Lodge session in San Antonio.  

They spoke on topics which included the recruitment of younger members, importance 
of social media, how to bridge the generation gaps in lodges, creating new ideas for 
events and fundraisers.    The membership seminar was standing room only and several 
of the attendees spoke to our Exalted Rulers at the conclusion of the meeting about their 
experiences and ideas.

Our “under 40” Exalted Rulers returned to New Jersey empowered to continue 
strengthening elkdom through community awareness.   Together they are brainstorming 
ideas to continue membership growth geared to the next generation of New Jersey Elks.
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Hackettstown 
Lodge No. 
2331 Delivers 
Veterans Kits

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 
delivered two Welcome Home Kits to 
Veterans Haven North in Glen Gardner. 
Veteran Kristen Kirch was leaving the 
facility that day for her new home and  
a kit was placed right into her car. 

Pictured: Hackettstown Lodge  
No. 2331 members, Fred and Carol Lee 
Spages with veteran, Kirsten Kirch.

Old Glory Flies High 
For Retired Marine

Millville Lodge No. 580 donated a new flag and flag 
pole to retired Marine Bruno Duffield. 

Pictured, from left to right: PER George Carty, NJSEA 
South District V.P. Bill Meischke, Mr. Duffield and Arleen 
Hickman, Exalted Ruler Millville No. 580

National Veterans Services Committee New Jersey
By George Yusko PDD, State Committee Chair

Our Veterans Committee has been very busy with the “Elks Veterans Pantry” located in Sterling NJ. With the addition of a new roof and the completion of several 
other projects, we are hoping to be open by the time you read this. Our Veterans are moving in all over the state and we need to adapt to what’s happening.

Thanks to all involved in the coordinating and distributing the Welcome Home Kits. This includes help from the District Lodges, Members and even some 
Veterans who lent a hand getting kits distributed. 

Here are some interesting numbers put together to show our progress so far;
2015 thru January 1, 2018 we aided: 240 Veterans at a cost of around $275.00 each rounding off to $66,000.00, we supplied 38 beds for $9500.00, 3 truckloads of 

clothing for Stand Downs and shelters valued at $150,000.00.
Since January 1, 2018 We helped 145 Veterans and we still anticipate 29 Veterans to move into “Camp Freedom” there are currently seven veterans waiting for 

kits. Our goal is to help between 250-275 veterans this year.
Committee funds spent since January 1, 2018:
Kits $79,500.00 / Beds $18,750.00 / Microwaves $4,440.00 / Tables $3000.00 / Furniture value at $60,187.00 
To continue our efforts, we will once again be having a fundraiser, 2nd Annual Cornhole Tournament on January 12th 2019 at inside the Monmouth Racetrack 

and we are raffling off a set of custom cornhole boards and bag set, tickets will be $5.00 each. The drawing for that is January 17th at Sterling Lodge 2392 details will 
be sent to lodges and on the Facebook page  “I am an Elk from New Jersey”

I would like to take this time to THANK all the Lodges and Members that made donations to Veterans Committee at the Army of Hope Picnic. 

The West Milford 
Elks Lodge No. 2236 
brought 42 Vets, guests 
and volunteers to the 
Greenwood Lake Airshow 
and WWII Exhibition.  
Our second annual 
event included runway 
seating, a private tent, and 
lunch. Bus transportation 
to and from the Elks lodge 
was provide as well.

 There was no charge 
for this event due to 
the support from our 
community with 50/50 donations and pin and wrist band sales. Everyone is hoping to continue 
this and making it an annual event. 

We were so proud to have Veteran representation from 4 wars.
Pictured, from left to right: Sue Feldman — Vets Committee,  Ed Spirko — Korea, Thomas 

Spirko — WWII, Tom McCarthy — Vietnam, George Wiggins — Iraq, Stu Feldman — Vets 
Committee.

Piscataway Lodge 
No. 2414 Dedicates 
Parking Space

Patriotism 
is a core 
belief at all 
Elk Lodges, 
and the Flag 
of the United 
States has 
been a faithful 
companion 
who has 
accompanied 
military 
personnel to battlefields and stations in 
virtually every corner of the globe. It was with 
this in mind, that it was fitting that following 
their annual Flag Day Ceremony, Piscataway 
Elks Lodge No. 2414 unveiled and dedicated a 
parking space at their Lodge to honor and thank 
veterans for their service to our country.

Pictured, from left to right: Veterans Dan 
Bernstein, Bill Kleeman, PER, and Harry Newton, 
PDDGER;

Past Exalted Ruler, Kevin Krasnansky, and 
Exalted Ruler, Jack Harkins.
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Requirements for Seeking 
Elective Office as District Vice 
President or District Trustee
By Francis J. Decibus, PSDGER, Election Coordinator

Article VI – Elections (District Vice President & Trustee)
Section 3: Any Member of this Association may seek an elective office in the 

Association provided:
(A) They are a Member in good standing in their Lodge and a Past Exalted 

Ruler
(B) Their Lodge is a Member Lodge in good standing in this Association and is  

located in a District in the electing Region or the District is eligible for the office  
sought.

(C) For the position of Vice-President and Trustee, they shall have filed by 
certified mail, return receipt requested with the President, their District Vice 
President, and the Secretary of this Association, not before December 1 and no 
later than January 5, a resolution of endorsement adopted by their Lodge, at 
a regular Lodge session.  Said resolution must be signed by the Lodge Exalted 
Ruler and “certified” by the Lodge Secretary.

The Districts which will have Trustee Elections in 2019 are: North,  
North West, South Central, and South West.

Local Heroes And First Responders 
Recognized For Service

On August 5 Red Bank 
Lodge No. 233 held the 2nd 
annual Local Heroes-First 
Responders recognition 
BBQ. Members of local 
EMTs and Volunteer Fire 
Departments along with 
Veterans were singled out 
for their service. It was a 
lovely evening for all.

Pictured, from left to 
right: ER Cat Sizelove, 
Melissa Lauterwasser; Red 
Bank EMS, Robert Holiday 
Jr.; Bank Fire Department, 
Guy W.Opie; Honored veteran, Lodge Tiler; Tyler Poyner, Leading Knight;  
Erica Andresen, Esquire PER Shean Opie

Hamilton Lodge No. 2262  
Conducts Food Drive

The Hamilton Elks No. 
2262 recently conducted a 
food drive, volunteers were 
able to fill approximately 
500 bags of items to be 
distributed to Homefront, 
which is a community-based 
organization striving to break 
the cycle of poverty and 
homelessness by helping 
at-risk families stabilize their 
future living situations. 

Pictured with the donated 
items are, from left, Hamilton 
Elks Exalted Ruler Rose 
Romaine, volunteers Will 
Revesz, Richard Pierson and 
PER Harvey Giebel.

Lodge Anniversaries
100th – Penns Grove No. 1358

50th – Sterling No. 2392

50th – Bayville No. 2394

50th – Eatontown No. 2402

Nutley Lodge No. 1290 
Receives Award  
From PBA

The Nutley Elks Lodge No. 1290 was named 
Organization of the Year by the Essex County PBA. 
Nutley Lodge was honored for hosting the PBA Valor 
and Scholarship Beefsteak Dinner since 2013 The yearly 
event is where the heroic deeds of the Essex County Law 
Enforcement Personnel are recognized.

Pictured, from left to right: Lucille Mulligan, PER and 
Detective PJ Sandomenico
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Convention Committee
By Thomas Zisa, PSP

This year’s fall conference will mark a very special occasion as it is the 
first official meeting of our association at which Past Grand Exalted Ruler 
Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. will attend as new State Sponsor of New Jersey. 
As a state sponsor Malcolm and his lovely wife Pat will be hosting our new 
Grand Exalted Ruler, Michael T. Luhr from Petersburg Alaska Lodge #1615 
and his lovely wife Barbara. 

The Convention Committee has made all arrangements for this special 
Fall Conference. The conference will be held November 8, 2019 through 
November 10, 2019 at the beautiful Ocean Place Resort in Long Branch, New 
Jersey. 

We will begin the weekend Friday evening with the annual Memorial 
Service to honor those Past Exalted Rulers we have lost this past year. After 
the Memorial Service it will be time to let loose at the annual Theme Party.  

Saturday morning starting at 7 AM there will be a continental breakfast 
for all attendees. Registration of members will open at 8 AM and the 
Business session will begin at 8:30 AM sharp. Immediately following the 
business session will be the State Association Luncheon. The state president 
has arranged for a very informative breakout session to take place after 
lunch; also, at 2 PM, back by popular demand is “Uncle Floyd” who will 
put on a great show for all the spouses and nonmembers attending the 
conference. The State Flag Charge and 11th hour Toast Contest will also 
be held Saturday afternoon. Be sure to attend and support your district’s 
contestants. Saturday evening we will hold our State Association Banquet 
honoring our Grand Exalted Ruler, Michael and his lovely wife Barbara. 
Without question this year’s Fall Conference will be a great weekend filled 
with fun, food, friendship, memories and a whole lot of New Jersey Elks 
charity. 

For forms and reservations see your district convention committee 
chairperson. At the fall conference, many of our state committees will 
have exhibits set up in the grand Hall adjacent to the hotel ballrooms. The 
convention committee will have shirts, pins, ties, badges and other apparel 
available for purchase. Please be sure to visit the committee’s exhibits. 

Also, be sure to mark your calendars for the 2019 Annual Summer 
Reunion in Wildwood, New Jersey, which will be held June 6, 2019 through 
June 9, 2019; and, the 2019 Grand Lodge Convention in St. Louis, Missouri, 
home of the Gateway Arch, being held June 30, 2019 through July 3, 2019. 

As Always, your Convention Committee is working hard for you, the 
members. It is and has always been our main goal to make each Convention, 
Conference or Reunion better then the one before.

State President Ron Mangone prepares to carry the New Jersey State Flag during 
Opening Ceremonies at Grand Lodge

New Jersey District Deputies taking oath of office at Grand Lodge

GER Malcolm dancing with Anna Grohowski, daughter of PER Valerie Arsen-
Grohowski, Garfield Lodge No. 2267.

NJSEA State Officers 2018-2019

State President Ron Mangone and First Lady Theresa  
and their family at the Wildwood Banquet.

NJSEA District Vice Presidents 2018-2019
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Deptford Elks Lodge No. 2708 Sponsors  
Youth Fishing Tournament 

Deptford Lodge No. 2708 hosted our Annual Fishing Tournament on Saturday, May 5th as part of Elks Youth 
Week. Over 70 children participated and there were 9 winners. Pictured, left to right (top row): Jace Yastcemski, 
Shane Sunderland, Jasmine Reader, Matt Mulholland, and Zachary White. (bottom row): Parker Wenzel, Jackson 
Pagano, Leigha Nguyen, and Ray McGill.

Parades 
Committee
By Patrick Deluca,  
State Chairman

Another year and another bigger 
parade.  Our committee is working 
hard and will be making a few changes 
that we believe will improve the 
parade from last year.  We continue 
to make use of our social media 
and will again be live streaming the 
parade on face book. This allows 
fans and members to interact and 
increases enthusiasm. We have also 
been successful in moving the parade 
judging are and holding the awards 
ceremony at the Convention Center. 

Our committee will again be 
meeting thru out the state starting in 
September at Edison Lodge #2487 and 
continuing to May.  Our theme will be 
decided at our October meeting and 
will be announced at Fall Conference 
in Long Branch. 

Last year we asked each lodge 
to sponsor a plaque for our awards 
program. I thank each lodge for 
their participation. We had an 
overwhelming number of plaques to 
give out last year.  I ask again for the 
lodges to once again sponsor a plaque, 
with your help we are hoping to give 
out even more awards this year. 

Lodge Activites 
Committee
By Ed Hahn, State Committee Chair

Members will be best served to 
familiarize themselves with the Grand 
Lodge website, elks.org. As all your needs 
and information are there under the 
Fraternal Committees. 

    This year the committee is asking all 
the Lodges to participate in the following:

• All American Lodge Contest 
• Memorial Service 
• Lodge Bulletin / Newsletter
• Community Image and Service 

Brochure 

The All  American Lodge Contest is 
due to the District Deputy no later than 
March 15, 2019. All the other Contests are 
Due to the State Chairman by March 15, 
2019

The State Committee is also asking 
the Exalted Rulers and their Lodges 
to participate in Grand Exalted Rulers 
Awards “Working Together to Make a 
Difference” this Special Citation is for 
Exalted Rulers who participated in Six (6) 
or more of the following programs this 
year:

1. Elks Hoop Shoot

2. Youth Scholarship

3.  Achieve $4.75 in Elks National 
Foundation plus the Lodge Officers 
participating.

4. All American Lodge Contest

5. Drug Awareness Program

6. Elks National Youth Week

7. Ritualistic Contest

8. Student of the Month/Year

9.  Veterans Service and /or adopt a Vet 
Program

For the Local Lodges a Citation will be 
given if you participate in Six (6) of the 
following:

1. Elks Hoop Shoot

2. Ritualistic Contest

3. Youth Scholarship Program

4. Veterans Service and / or Adopt a Vet

5. Drug Awareness Program

6.  Every Officer a subscribing member of 
the Elks National Foundation

7. Mother’s Day Program

8.  $4.75 per Member in donations to the 
Elks National Foundation

9.  Achieves a net membership gain of at 
least One.

10.  Achieves a level at or below 2percent 
lapsation.

11.   Every Officer elected and appointed 
(15) sponsors a New /Reinstated 
Member.

Good Luck to all the Lodges in the 
Contests.
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From the time they left Reno, Nevada, until they arrived in San Antonio, Texas, GER Malcolm and First Lady Pat traveled on 123 airplanes,  

visited 45 State Associations, and spread his message “Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness” from coast to coast. 

Fortunately for the NJSEA, their schedules permitted them to attend our Annual Wildwood Reunion prior to leaving for the Grand Lodge Session  

in San Antonio, Texas. The NJSEA is so proud of their accomplishments this year and welcomed them back home with opened arms.

2
1

3

4

6
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1. “Don’t Rain On 
Their Parade” – 
Grand Exalted Ruler 
Malcolm and First 
Lady Pat waiting for 
the Saturday Parade to 
begin.

2. First Lady Pat with 
daughters Meghan & 
Mallory

3. During the 
afternoon awards 
session the Special 
Children Ambassadors 
presented GER 
Malcolm with gifts.

4. Grand Exalted 
Ruler Malcolm and 
First Lady Pat were 
welcomed home to 
our Summer Reunion 
in Wildwood with a 
fireworks show on 
Thursday evening.

5. GER Malcolm 
presided over the 
Installation of Officers.

6. PGER Paul Helsel, 
GER Malcolm J. 
McPherson, Jr., and 
SDGER Francis J. 
Decibus waiting to 
be introduced at 
the opening of the 
Wildwood Business 
Session.

7. PSDGER Francis J. 
Decibus presenting 
a gift from the New 
Jersey State Elks 
Association to PGER 
Malcolm J. McPherson 
– keys to a 2018 
Cadillac SUV.

8. Grand Exalted Ruler 
Malcolm and First 
Lady Pat addressed 
the Opening Session of 
Grand Lodge.

9. Grand Exalted 
Ruler Malcolm, Past 
State Presidents 
of the NJSEA, and 
State President Ron 
Mangone prior to the 
Opening Ceremonies 
at Grand Lodge.

10. Thanks for the 
memories!

11. PGER Michael 
Smith and First Lady 
Pat at the First Lady’s 
Luncheon in San 
Antonio.

7

8

9

10

11
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AROUND THE LODGES

The Bergen Elks Dart League  
“Keep Shooting For The Kids”

The Bergen Elks Dart League consists of the following three districts located in Bergen 
County; East, North, and Northeast.  The league plays from September until January and all 
proceeds benefit our state major project, Elks camp Moore. The league will be celebrating  
20 years in 2019 and have set a goal to break $100,000 in donations. The League’s motto is  
“KEEP ON SHOOTING FOR THE KIDS”.

Pictured: Members of the league at this years’ award ceremony.

K9 Officer George
August 9th 2018 Manasquan Elks Lodge No. 2534 presented a $1000.00 donation to 

Manasquan Police Officer Nick Norcia and K9 Officer George held at the Parker House in Sea 
Girt NJ. K9 Officer George is a recent addition to the Manasquan Police Department. The funds 
raised will go toward funding added costs as a result of establishing the K9 Unit and adding 
Officer George. Officer George is a drug sniffing dog and will be entering training to locate 
missing persons in the community. 

Pictured, from left to right: John Colvin Trustee, ER Melissa Colvin, Officer Nick Norcia, 
Officer George, Tony Sofia manager of the Parker House, PER Gregg Olivera, Loyal Knight  
Kevin Larkin and Tyler Patti Dalgarno

Orange Lodge No. 135 
Join In National  
Night Out

Orange Lodge No.135 donated and served five hundred 
hot dogs during the National Night Out, Tuesday August 
7, 2018. Lodge members had a table set up where 
information on Drug Awareness Program and NJ Elks 
Camp Moore Brochures were also distributed. 

Pictured is SCC Chairperson Susan Reinhardt handing 
out hot dogs to neighborhood children

Flagpole Dedicated  
To Community

Members of So. Plainfield Lodge No. 2298 at the 
dedication of flagpole which was donated to So. Plainfield 
Soccer Association on July 19, 2018. 

Pictured, from Right to Left: Dan Uken, Franci Mitrano, 
Sarika Russo, Steve Szalanci, Shannon Rosario and 
Christine Sauer Exalted Ruler



Americanism 
Committee
By David Maytas PVP,  
Committee Chair

NJ Elks Americanism committees 
have been busy throughout 
the summer participating in 
the Wildwood Parade, Flag 
Day/Retirement celebrations, 
Independence Day parades 
and activities, and working with 
communities for “The National Night 
Out”.  Thanks to your dedication, we 
have made a great showing in our 
communities!

The NJ State Americanism 
Committee is encouraging local 
lodges to participate in the 
Americanism activities, which are 
listed in the Americanism Manual. 
The manual is available in the 
Members Only area of the Grand 
Lodge website.  By fulfilling as 
many of these activities as possible, 
local lodges will participate in 
the Americanism Challenge.  The 
NJ lodges in Regions 1 and 2, 
will receive a financial award for 
their outstanding efforts. With the 
utilization of email communication 
to and from local lodges, in 
conjunction with district and state 
meetings, we share information 
about local lodge activities, events 
and pictures.  Some of your pictures 
will be featured in our NJ Elks 
newsletter and be displayed at the 
Fall Conference and the Wildwood 
Reunion. 

The Americanism pins will again 
be available for sale! They are only 
$5.00 and going fast!  See Region One 
Chair - Greg Sheehan, or Region Two 
Chair - Bruce Lockwood or myself.

Be sure to stop at our 
Americanism table at Fall Conference 
in November!  We will be selling any 
extra Americanism pins and our new 
State 50/50 Raffle tickets!  Our state 
raffle will fund the prizes for the state 
essay and challenge winners.  Last 
year, our tickets sold like hot cakes!   
You never know who might be the 
lucky winner of the other 50%!

The title for the 2018 - 2019 
Americanism essay contest is:  “What 
Makes You Proud of America?”  The 
deadline for local lodge submissions 
is December 18th, 2018. Please have 
the essays returned to your lodges 
by that date and submit the 3 best 
judged entries (for each of the two 
divisions) for submission to the 
district by January 30th 2018. 

This fall, there are flag retirements 
and patriotic activities planned 
throughout the state. We are 
anticipating another great year for 
Americanism. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have any 
questions.  You can contact  
me through my e-mail at:  
dsmatyas@gmail.com. 
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Eagle Scouts Are 
Awarded Citations

The Bayonne Lodge No. 434 proudly presented 
two Eagle Scouts, both members of Boy Scout Troop 
25 with Good Citizen Citations.  

Pictured, from left to right: Shawn Fenlon, Inner 
Guard and recipients Chris Mooney & Joseph Terzi)

Members of Boy Scout Troop 180 and Cub Scout Pack 
180 of Bergenfield join officers of Bergenfield Elks 

Lodge No. 1477 following a Flag Day ceremony  
at the lodge. The Scouts presented each of the  
flags throughout our country’s history during  

Flag Day tribute.

Hamilton Lodge No. 2262 Americanism Essay Winners
Hamilton Elks Lodge No. 2262 honored the winners of their Americanism Essay Contest in a ceremony at the 

lodge. The winners of the fifth and sixth grade division were all Trenton Catholic Academy students.
Pictured, from left to right: Americanism Committee Chairman Edward Beideman, winners Division I winners 

Anthony Morales 1st place, Joshua Pintella  2nd place, Division II Madison Heath 1st place, Alyssa Rauscher 2nd 
place, and Evelin Najers 3rd place, and Exalted Ruler Rose Romaine.

Manahawkin Lodge  
No. 2340 Presents 
Americanism Awards

Manahawkin Elks Lodge No. 2340 presented awards 
to the Americanism Essay winners in their lodge contest.

Anthony Puglia, also won 1st place in the South East 
District. SED Americanism Chair Greg Sheehan was in 
attendance. 

Pic 1 shows 3rd place winner Mackenzie, 3rd place 
winner Matteo, 1st place winner Anthony, 2nd place 
winner Thomas and 2nd place winner Luke. 

Field Of Flags In 
Memorial

In honor of Memorial 
Day 6,942 flags are flown 
in front of SRHS (Southern 
Regional High School) to 
honor those who made the 
“ultimate sacrifice” in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Children and young 
adults from the school 
lovingly placed them on the field.

Veterans, Manahawkin Elks Lodge No. 2340 members 
and other residents from Stafford Township and all 
around the area attended a moving ceremony held at  
the school to “never forget” them.
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Northeast 
District Comes 
Together To 
Walk On Drugs

Members and friends of the Northeast 
District are pictured after participating 
in the statewide Walk Out on Drugs. The 
walk from New Milford/Teaneck Elks 
2290 to Bergenfield Elks 1477 raised $7,00 
to support the Drug Awareness program. 

Braving The Rain Northwest District Walks  
To Support Drug Awareness

Despite gray skies and intermittent rain, the NJSEA Northwest District Walk out on Drugs raised $2,500 for the 
Drug Awareness Committee.

Members of the Northwest District gather at the completion of walk in front Parsippany-Troy Hills No. 2078.

Applications for Path to Leadership program and PEER Leadership 
Conference are due by December 21, 2018. Applications received after  

that date will be accepted on a space available basis only. 

Applications are available from your Lodge Drug Awareness  
Chairperson, District Drug Awareness Chairperson, or can be  

downloaded from njelks.org. 

All applications should be mailed to: NJ Elks Path/PEER Leadership,  
PO Box 151, Cape May Courthouse, NJ  08210.

Rutherford Lodge 
No. 547 Welcomes 
Elroy the Elk

Rutherford Lodge No. 547 welcomed Elroy 
the Elk (Exalted Ruler Josephine Gagliano) to 
the Summer Street Fair to promote the Elks 
Drug Awareness Program. Elroy was assisted 
by Chaplain Ann Mery and Gabrielle and 
Brody Guerriero, grandchildren of members 
Phil and Gina DeFalco.

Just Say No
By Pete D’Antoni
State Committee Chair

The Drug Awareness Committee 
has been promoting our program all 
over the state. The heroin epidemic is 
out of control, and we are attempting 
to educate the masses on the dangers 
of drug use. We can’t do this alone. It 
is imperative that you have an active 
drug awareness committee in your 
lodge and communities. If you need 
anti-drug literature or guidance, please 
contact your District Chairperson 
directly. Our trailers and Elroys are 
only a phone call away. Contact Dave 
Glaser in Region One or Lou Desocio 
in Region Two, and one of these two 
gentlemen will deliver them to you. 
They work tirelessly for the program. 

We have a number of contests 
available for our youth. The Audio/
Visual Contest is open to junior high 
and high school students. The Poster 
Contest is open to third through fifth 
grade students, and the winning 
poster will be featured in next year’s 
coloring book. The Essay Contest is 
for sixth through eighth graders. Both 
contests are open from November 30, 
2018 through January 31, 2019, and 
the theme is “Drugs take away ….” 
these contests are designed to get drug 
awareness into the schools to help kids 
make the right choices.  

If you have a candidate for the 
Enrique Camarena Award, send it to 
me by November 30, 2018, and please 
make sure you are celebrating Red 
Ribbon Week in October. 

The Walk-Out on Drugs is the sole 
fundraiser for our incredible Peer 
Leadership conference. Did you know 
that for every $1,000 your lodge raises 
for the walkout, you can send a student 
to the Peer Leadership Conference 
for no additional cost? Please take 
advantage of this opportunity and get 
out there, raise some money and walk 
with us. This money will help offset 
our costs for Peer Leadership, and I’m 
proud to say we will be broadcasting 
our Conference nationwide again 
this year. This will give us a chance 
to show everyone just what elks from 
New Jersey are all about. Conference 
applications will be available the third 
week in September. The cost remains 
the same because of your fund raising 
efforts. The Path conference is $50 
for a student or a special price of $75 
for a student and a guardian. The 
Peer conference is $375 per attendee. 
Our theme this year is “Elks and 
Youth Promoting Wellness in Our 
Communities.”

 Please support these programs 
and get out and make some noise in 
your communities. The only way to 
fight this horrible drug epidemic is to 
educate our youth and their parents. If 
you need some assistance or would like 
more information, please feel free to 
contact me at any time.
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Three Bergenfield 
High School students 
each received $2,000 
scholarships from 
Bergenfield Elks 
Lodge No. 1477. 
Pictured, from left 
to right: students 
Isabella Piedrahita, 
Alexa Juliana Alvarez 
and Derek Weigl; Past 
Exalted Ruler Tammy 
Malizia and Tiler Al 
Burton.

Hamilton Lodge No. 2262 Presents  
Student Scholarship Award

The Hamilton Elks Lodge No. 2262 recently presented their annual Student Scholarship Award to Lauren Kieffer. 
The $500 scholarship is presented to a family member of a Hamilton Elk who exhibits exceptional academic 
achievement throughout his or her high school years. Kieffer, a Steinert High graduate, will attend Western Carolina 
University in the fall. Pictured are, left to right, Hamilton Elks Scholarship Committee Chairman Pete Ciszek, Kieffer, 
parents Drew and Amy Kieffer, and Hamilton Elks Exalted Ruler Rose Romaine.

Scholarship Committee
By Dan Pencak, State Committee Chair, Scholarship Committee

There are many scholarships available from the Elks. The Elks National Foundation offers the Most Valuable 
Student Scholarship and The National Legacy Awards. The MVS Scholarship is open to all high school seniors 
whereas the National Legacy Awards are just for seniors who are children, stepchildren, grandchildren and step-
grandchildren of Elks. Between these two scholarship programs ENF gives out $2.7 million each year. Check on Elks.
org for all the details and to apply.

The New Jersey State Elks Association also gives out many Scholarships. The state gives out $700 awards to 96 
runner-ups of the National MVS Competition. There are also 24 - $1000 Vocational Scholarships available from 
the NJSEA each year for graduating students who enroll in vocational or technical training after high school. There 
are 40 NJ Elks Family Scholarship awards of $750 for the children, step, grand and great-grandchildren of Elks who 
are a senior in high school or a freshman, sophomore or junior in college. If a student applies and wins each year 
they could receive a total of $3000. Check on NJElks.org for more information about these and other scholarship 
opportunities provided by the Elks.

Hoop Shoot 
Committee
By Bill Rueter 
State Committee Chair

By this time all lodges should 
have their Hoop Shoot contests 
scheduled and hopefully 
completed, and all District Hoop 
Shoots should be scheduled. Last 
year we brought this program 
to over 400,000 boys and girls 
throughout state.  There are many 
people involved in this effort; 
Lodge Chairmen, Exalted Rulers, 
Vice Presidents, District Deputies 
and of course, everyone involved 
with the State Hoop Shoot 
Committee.

This Fraternal year I ask you 
all again help see this program 
reach that 100% that we strive for 
each year, not for us but for the 
children of our communities 

State Hoop Shoot Meetings 
will be held at South Plainfield 
Lodge #2298 located at 1254 New 
Market Road South Plainfield, NJ 
07080. Hospitality will begin at 
7:30pm, and the meeting at 8:00, 
the meeting schedule will be as 
follows.

Meeting dates are as 
follows: August 14, 2018, 
September 11,2018, October 
9, 2018, November 13, 2018, 
December 11, 2018, January 
8, 2019, State Hoop Shoot 
February10, 2019, Snow date 
February 17, 2019, March 12, 
2019.

Other Dates to Remember:
December 1, 2018: All 

subordinate Lodge contests 
should be completed and all 
paperwork handed in to District 
Chairman

January 10, 20115: All District 
contests should be completed 
and paperwork handed in to 
Regional Chairman to confirm 
Registration Forms filled out 
properly and Birth Certificates 
verified (copies no originals).

February 10, 2019: State Hoop 
Shoot Finals at South Plainfield 
H.S. at 8:00 A.M., Snow date 
February 17, 2019 same time.

March 16, 2019: Regional 
Hoop Shoot Finals at Coughlin 
H.S. in Wilkes-Barre, PA 9:00 A.M.

April 27, 2019: National Hoop 
Shoot finals in Chicago, details to 
follow.

Thank you for your continued 
support of our Hoop Shoot 
Program. I look forward to 
working with everyone this year 
and if you need any assistance 
organizing or conducting your 
Lodge Hoop Shoot please contact 
your District Chairman, Region 
Chairman or myself Bill Reuter 
PDD State Chairman Hoop  
Shoot (908) 380-4863,  
wilreu@verizon.net
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Boonton Elks Lodge 
No. 1405 Donates 
Anniversary Grant

Boonton Elks No. 1405 decided to share the Joy of 
the 150th Anniversary Grant by dividing it between 
Boonton’s Volunteer Fire Dept and the Boonton First 
Aid squad. Exalted Ruler Todd Christensen is pictured 
presenting the EMT squad an Anniversary check of 
$750. 

Homemade Blankets Made Possible 
By Beacon Grant

Summit Lodge No. 1246 volunteers along with the Summit community came out to make 
over 250 blankets for needy newborns to be distributed to local hospitals.  Made purely with love! 
Materials possible by the ENF Beacon Grant. 

Pictured are all the volunteers with 250 completed blankets.

Day On Trails Thanks To West Milford 
Lodge No. 2236 And Beacon Grant

With the use of the Beacon Grant the West Milford NJ Elks Lodge No. 2236 helped Veterans 
enjoyed a day of 4x4 trail rides hot breakfast and a BBQ Lunch. Raffle tickets were given to the 
Veterans for a chance to win donated prizes.

Pictured, from left to right: Stu Feldman (Elks #2236 Vets Committee), Veterans - Angelo Scalo 
(Navy), Kevin Karptak (Air Force), Douglas Shephard (Army), Bruce Corbett (Navy). Photo By Don 
Webb ( Air Force, Elks #2236 member).

Bayonne Lodge No. 
434 Gratitude Grant 
To Support Special 
Children

July 24, 2018, Bayonne Elks Lodge No. 434 donated 
$1,000 from a Gratitude Grant to Bayonne’s Buddy 
Baseball Program .  Buddy Baseball is a special 
needs baseball program, that allows children of 
almost every age with various disabilities to play on a 
baseball team. Buddy Baseball is not only beneficial 
to the children playing, but everyone involved.

NJElks-Fall18_14-24.indd   18 9/26/18   11:06 PM
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Elks National 
Foundation 
Lois Pagano 
NJ State ENF Chairperson

In 2017-2018 the State of New 
Jersey total donations to Elks National 
Foundation totaled $398,217.95 with a 
return for 2018-2019 to New Jersey Elk 
Charities Inc. of $639,110.00.  That’s a 
return of $1.65 for every dollar that was 
donated.

This year NJ State President Ron 
Mangone’s per-capita goal remains at 
$5.75. As of the end of August, 2018, 
NJ ranked 21st in the Nation with over 
$143,000 in donations.  Thirty-two Lodges 
already reached Grand Exalted Ruler 
Michael T. Luhr’s goal of $4.75 and State 
President Ron’s goal.  

This year there are a number of 
changes to the Grant programs. The 
Gratitude Grant is based on last year’s 
donations. All 112 lodges qualify this year! 
To date over $270,000 in grants has been 
approved. The Anniversary Grant is back 
again this year and all lodges are eligible to 
apply for it.  This grant can be used along 
or supersized with one of the other grants. 
Beacon grants can be used for new and/
or ongoing projects in your community; 
however they cannot be split between 
two projects. Gratitude grants are now 
based on a lodge’s giving for the prior year. 
This grant can be used to support local 
charitable activities.

Emergency Education Grant program 
is offered to children of deceased or 
totally disabled Elks. If you know any Elks 
children who may be eligible to receive an 
Emergency Educational Grant, encourage 
them to visit www.elks.org/enf/scholars 
for information, including eligibility and 
deadlines

Lodge Assistance Grants allow Lodges 
to secure donations from foundations 
or corporations for specific Lodge 
charitable projects through restricted 
monetary donations to the ENF. With this 
opportunity, the Foundation extends the 
benefits of our charitable status to both 
the foundation or corporation, and the 
Lodge. Contact ENFPrograms@elks.org for 
more information on these Grants.

Please also note the new CIP 
Deadlines:  Applications for 2018-2019 
must be submitted by December 31, 
2018.  Projects funded for the 2018-2019 
year must be completed by March 31, 
2019. Final reports are due 60 days after 
the completion date.  All due dates can 
be check at elks.org/cip/dashboard.  
Applications for the 2019-2020 year will 
open on April 1, 2019. 

Deadline for submission of the 2019 
MVS applications is November 15, 2018 
and the 2019 Legacy applications are due 
February 1, 2019.

The Biggest Heart Contest runs from 
January 1st through February 15th. The 
Lodges can sell either Red or Gold Hearts, 
small ones for $2.00, larger ones for $5.00. 
The names of the donors will be displayed 
on the heart in the Lodge. The winner 
will be announced at the Wildwood 
Convention Awards Ceremony.

As Past Grand Exalted Ruler, Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., was given the opportunity to once again support his 
slogan “Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness.” He had the great honor of presenting an 

Appreciation Grant in the amount of $10,000 to the Lyndhurst Police Emergency Squad. “These individuals 
tirelessly serve their community as volunteers. We thank them for all they do for our community.”

Lyndhurst Lodge No. 
1505 Used Grant To 
Purchase Clothing 
For Veterans

As part of the Welcome Home Grant, Veterans 
Chairman Dominick Rotondo and other members 
of Lyndhurst Elks No. 1505, purchased over 
$500 in clothing for Veterans.  The clothes were 
donated to the Marine Corps League, West Hudson 
Detachment.  On Monday, August 27, 2018, 
members of the Marine Corps League stopped by 
the lodge to thank the members for their donation.

Pictured, from left to right: Sean Frew, Exalted 
Ruler, Members of the Marine Corp League, West 
Hudson Detachment Adam Waldron and Frank 
Acuna.

West Orange Lodge No. 1590 Donates  
Anniversary Grant

The West Orange Elks No. 1590 recently presented a $500.00 check to the West Orange PAL which sponsors 
youth sports programs in the community.  The Lodge also presented a $500.00 check to the West Orange 
Community House which provides programs and services to local youth.  These checks represent a portion of 
a 2017-2018 $1,500.00 Anniversary Grant received by the Lodge from the Elks National Foundation.  At the left 
front is Exalted Ruler Donald Reitmeyer presenting the check to PAL Treasurer Louis DePasquale.  At the rear 
are (L-R) are Lodge members Hugh Curry, William McCauley PER, David Stowell, James Cowan PER, David 
Matta, and Neil Viscito, PDD.
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Howell Lodge No. 2151 Institutes Antler Loge No. 34
Howell Elks are pleased to announce the New Antler Lodge, Howell Antlers 34. Congratulations to all 17 students!!! Pictured: Howell Antlers 34 

New Egypt Antler Lodge No. 19  
Enters Float In Wildwood Parade

Members of New Egypt Antler Lodge No. 19 are shown as they get ready to show their float in the NJ State Elks 
Convention at Wildwood.  They worked hard on it, and really enjoyed participating in the parade.  They happily 
serenaded the judges with their rendition of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”.

Auditing And 
Business 
Practices 
Committee
By Michael J. MacFeeters 
State Committee Chair

The Committee emphasizes the 
area of Business Practices.  All Lodges 
should be following and adhering 
to Grand Lodge recommended 
accounting and management 
practices.  This helps the Lodges to 
be prepared for the year-end audit.

All lodges should have received 
their report from the Grand Lodge 
Auditor for the fiscal year 2018. It 
is important for the lodge Audit 
Committee and officers to read the 
findings and recommendations of 
the Auditor. These recommendations 
will help the lodge improve its 
business operations.

The NJSEA Advisory Committee 
has requested the Auditing and 
Business Practices to implement a 
quarterly financial reporting process 
for all District level Committees. The 
report will include the open balances, 
revenues, expenses, and closing 
balance. It will be the responsibility 
of each District Committee that 
maintains any cash accounts to 
submit this form to the District 
Vice President, and Auditing and 
Business Practices Chairperson, All 
Committees will be held responsible 
for this quarterly reporting process.   

The Committee continues to 
respond to issues brought to our 
attention through the District 
Chairpersons.  The Committee has 
offered guidance when called upon 
on various issues facing the lodges.  
Members of the Committee are 
available for assistance.

Somerville Antler Lodge 
No. 25 Hosts Car Wash

The members of Somerville Antler Lodge No. 25 recently 
hosted a car wash to raise funds for the Annual John 
Basilone Parade dedicated to the legacy of a true American 
Hero from Raritan.

John Basilone was the only enlisted Marine in World War 
II to receive the Purple Heart, Medal of Honor and Navy 
Cross.   He was also a member of Somerville Elks Lodge  
No. 1068. 



Special Children’s Committee
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Area 1 Ambassador Carlie Evans 
and NJSEA 1st Son and Ambassador 
Kevin Mangone at the Miracle Run

Fish Fry 
Dinner A 
Success At 
Cedar Grove 
Lodge No. 2237

Cedar Grove once again held a 
fish fry dinner to raise money for 
campership to Elks Camp Moore. 

With the help of many lodge 
members and local Cedar Grove High 
School students $1,100.00 was raised 
for the cause. 

Pictured, from left to right: Cedar 
Grove HS students, Chris Handel. 
Elissa Johnson, Katie Sickinger with 
Michael S. Corbosiero, Lodge Esquire

Even Bad Weather Can’t Hold Our Special 
Children Back
By Tom Gardner, Challenger Sports Program Coordinator

Despite the many rainouts, NJ State Challenger Batter up had a good year. We held our State Finals on June 24 at the North 
Wall Little League where 35 players representing five districts participated. Our competitors were showing off their hitting 
skills, including one who pointed out where he was going to put his last shot and promptly hit it out of the park! Awards and 
refreshments were presented at Asbury Park-Wall Lodge No. 128. The parents and players are so supportive of each other it 
touches our volunteers deeply. Unfortunately, some of our contests could not go off due to multiple rainouts. We did have a 
phenomenal showing from the Southeast District. They held three separate Challenger contests at Southern Regional HS. In 
conjunction with the POAC (Parents of Autistic Children) Interscholastic League Awards Field Day, over 180 players from 16 
schools competed in our Elks Challenger Batterup, Soccer, and Hoop Shoots. This created a participation level of over 540! Not 
bad at all for one event in one day. We are now contacting local specialized schools to run mini-contests to bring some fun 
to their students. It will require some creativity to make the best use of what facilities they have but we can make them work. 
Some have suggested we try to hold these as part of their Holiday Festivities. Those are the best times because it would make 
the NJ Elks a part of their Holiday traditions. That will always help them to remember us when they want to do other programs. 
And it will have them involved in all of our State Special Children’s Committee activities throughout the year.
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Central District Donates Needed Food Processor 
To Camp Moore

The NJSEA Central District donated 
a much-needed food processor for use 
in the kitchen at Elks Camp Moore. This 
helps enable the camp staff to prepare 
special foods for the campers’ dietary 
needs. The camp chef reports it is a 
tool that is used every day. The food 
processor is valued at $950.00

Pictured, from left to right: Todd 
Thompson, Camp Director, Harry 
Newton Central District SCC Chair, Jim 
and Ryan Buckelew of South Plainfield 
Lodge No. 2298 and Dave Lindsey from 
Piscataway Lodge No. 2414.

Special 
Children’s 
Committee 
Trustees  
By Peggy Berry, Chairperson

The SCC Trustees are excited 
and pleased to announce that 
the cost of both the youth and 
adult week for 2019 Camping 
Season will be $400 per camper 
and the respite weekend cost 
will be $250. During this past 
year many improvements and 
updates to the Camp have been 
made in conjunction with the 
Camp Moore Revitalization 
Program including but not 
limited to; updating the laundry 
room to include all new 
washers and dryers; doors to 
the buildings painted in nice 
bright colors; new toilets were 
purchased and replaced; new 
mattresses were purchased.  
These are only a few of the 
updates made this year thanks 
to the hard work of the Camp 
Staff and Elk Volunteers.   With 
your continued support of 
Miracle on the Mountain and 
Camp Moore we will continue 
to improve the Camping 
experience for our Kids.  

The 2018 Respite Weekends 
and Summer Camping Season 
have come to an end.  We 
would be remiss to not thank 
our outstanding camp staff 
and our Camp Director, 
Todd Thompson, for all the 
fun activities and awesome 
work and care afforded to our 
campers.  In addition, we would 
like to thank all the lodges, 
districts, and individuals who 
worked hard to ensure our 
special Kids would have a 
wonderful experience at Camp.

We are happy to announce 
that Anthony Alfonso, Jr. will 
be staying on as our Camp 
Caretaker.  Anthony has been 
a valued addition to our staff 
and we are delighted that he is 
continuing on. We would also 
like to show our appreciation 
to Anthony Alfonso, Sr. for 
his continued work with the 
revitalization plans for the 
Camp. 

Lastly, the SCC Trustees 
would like to thank the 
members of the New Jersey 
State Elks Association for 
“putting smiles on the faces of 
our special children”.

Special Children’s Committee
By Teri Payton, State Chairperson

The camping season is over and was 
enjoyed by all. Now it’s time to clean up 
and begin preparation for next year. Please 
consider a District or Lodge work detail 
trip to the Camp this Fall or in the Spring 
to help clean, freshen up the Camp and 
do minor repair work. Contact the Camp 
Caretaker Anthony Alfonso Jr (973-862-7894, 
anthonyalfonso98@yahoo.com) to set up 
your cleanup trip.

Applications for the 2019 camping 
season will be available soon and must be 
accompanied by the Lodge camper fee to 
secure a camper space.

I am proud to share with you the results 
of our 2018 Scholarship Contest. This year’s 
awardees were Past Ambassador Sarah 
Brogowski sponsored by Park Ridge Lodge 
No.2234  and Brian Buchhalter Jr. sponsored 
by Deptford Lodge No. 2708. Sarah will be attending James Madison University pursuing a career in Advertising and 
Journalism. Brian will be attending Camden County College for Video Game Design and Music. They will each receive 
$2500 a year for all 4 years. Next year we plan to add a $1000 award to the contest runner ups.

   Sunday, July 29th  was the annual Miracle Run where our 2018-2019 Ambassadors were introduced for the first time 
to the Elks of New Jersey, they are: 

Area 1:   Ambassador Carlie Evans sponsored by Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 
Alternate Ambassador Keira Scott sponsored by Brick Lodge No. 2151

Area 2:  Ambassador Taylor Redondo sponsored by Bayonne Lodge No. 434 
Alternate Ambassador John J Howard sponsored by Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111

Area 3: Ambassador Tyler Nelson sponsored by Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782  

Area 4:  Ambassador Arizona Acevedo sponsored by Union Lodge No. 1583 
Alternate Ambassador Brett Berardo sponsored by Carteret Lodge No.2235 

If you shop online you can now place an amazon order through www.smile.amazon.com select NJ Elks Special 
Children’s Committee and any eligible purchases will benefit our special children. We have also joined with Yankee 
Candles for a Miracle on the Mountain fundraiser through the end of this calendar year. Purchases can be made on-line 
and will be delivered directly to your home. Go to www.yankeecandlefundraising.com and enter Group Code 999983042 
and a portion of your purchase price will be donated to MOM. 

One of our major fundraising activities is the semi-annual Camp Moore Calendar Raffle. Only 1000 calendars are 
available for the donation of $20 each and offer 6 months of opportunities to win. That is less than 10 calendars per 
Lodge. The last few years we have had difficulty selling all the calendars and appeal to our readers to contact your Lodge 
SCC Chairs, purchase a calendar raffle and continue this fundraiser going at full strength. The next calendars will be 
available soon and cover from January through June 2019. Let’s sell all 1000!
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The Lakewood Elks Lodge No. 1432 along with the 
NJSEA Southeast district purchased a Duet Bike for 
Quinn Estelle a local special needs child. Her Mom, 

Sue relates that Quinn can now enjoy the wind in her 
face and speed of a bike ride. Shown in photo is Jack 
Rodak, Lodge Trustee pushing Quinn in bike. To the 

left is Sue Estelle Quinn 

Thank You to Our Smile Makers!
The back of the Elks Camp Moore staff shirts this year read “Smile Makers” and they truly are one 

of the main reasons our Campers smile!  Over the course of the nine week camping season, they 
served 540 campers. Ninety percent of the campers receive a 1:1 camp counselor who remains with 
them for the duration of the week (arrival to departure).  They assist with behavioral management, 
social interactions, program engagement, personal care, etc.

It takes a village to provide for these campers each season and is led by our Director of Elks Camp 
Moore, Todd Thompson.  Todd assembled a team of 70 seasonal staff members to insure that the 
campers receive the care and support required.  There are 55 camp counselors who work directly 
with the children, a team of 8 activity specialists (lifeguards, recreation, arts. Etc), 4 kitchen staff 
(1 head chef and 3 helpers), 1 housekeeper/cleaning, and 1 maintenance.  Elks Camp Moore also 
operates with a team of 10 registered nurses with rotating shifts to provide 24/7 nursing care.

Each year Elks Camp Moore has an average of 25 Staff members return.  For the Summer 2018 
season there were staff from New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, and Delaware along 
with staff from the United Kingdom, Jamaica, Australia, Poland, Germany, and Hungry.

These are just some of the recent comments on ECM Facebook page: 

Justin had a magical week at Camp Moore – thank you for all you do!!  

Mya always has a wonderful time and can’t wait until next summer. To Mr. Todd 
Thompson and the ECM Staff – thanks so much. I’m just glad that “our” kids get to have 
the camp experience. 

Thank you so much everyone who truly puts their time and effort into taking special care of our 
special children — until next year everyone have a safe trip back home!

South Central 
District Annual Bus 
Trip To Elks Camp 
Moore

On August 5th, the NJ Elks South Central District 
took their annual bus trip to Camp Moore to prepare 
a BBQ picnic for the kids. Two busloads of members 
were there to lend a hand. 

Included in the picture are the members and 
antlers of the South-Central District. Also, in the center 
with the tied dyed shirt is District Chair Della Fitch, on 
the right with the white shirt is SCD DD Joe Miller, and 
in the Orange shirt is SCD VP Stephen Szczepaniak. 

New 
Sensory 
Ball Pit for 
Elks Camp 
Moore

At the Annual North 
East District Special 
Children’s Committee 
Camp Moore Picnic, the 
committee donated a 
$2,000 Sensory Ball Pit to 
Elks Camp Moore.




